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Statement by Prof. Jack C. Ling, Past Chair, ICCIDD

Thank you Mr. Chairperson.  I speak on behalf of Dr. Gerard Burrow, Chair of ICCIDD, and the Network for Sustained Elimination of Iodine Deficiency.  The International Council for the Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorders, ICCIDD, is the only technical organization dedicated solely to the fight against iodine deficiency.

Mr. Chairperson, we wish to acknowledge with appreciation the DG’s report on iodine status, which clearly states that while substantial progress has been made still two billion people are without the iodine protection.  They are mostly in poor and economically disadvantaged areas and they include 22 million annual newborns who may fail to reach their full intellectual potential.  The introduction of universal salt iodization in a deficient population can increase the average IQ by as much as 13.5 points.  Cognitive development and school performance are thus enhanced leading to greater economic productivity for the family, the community, indeed the nation as a whole.  USI is a safe, cost effective and sustainable strategy to ensure optimal iodine nutrition for the population.  Taking note of WHA 57.17 and WHO’s global strategy on diet, iodization can be adjusted for salt consumption.  Iodine deficiency can be eliminated at a cost of pennies per day with enormous cost benefit in social and economic development.

Achieving iodine sufficiency as defined by 90% or better household access to iodized salt is commendable but not enough.  Unless iodine nutrition is maintained the symptoms and damage of this deficiency will recur in a short period of time, just as surely as the sun rises.  Sustaining IDD elimination requires active commitment and advocacy on the part of member states based on national investments by salt producers, the public and the body politic.  IDD elimination efforts, it should be emphasized, also contribute to many UN Millennium goals, including poverty reduction, infant mortality, maternal health and education for all.

We urge all member states to redouble their efforts in fighting IDD and to adopt the draft resolution before you, cosponsored by 20 member states led by Peru.  We hope that when the DG will report on the global iodine status three years hence, in 2010, as required by WHA 58.24, we will hear reports of significant gains towards the global IDD elimination goal, which was first adopted by the 1990 UN Summit for Children and subsequently confirmed by the 2002 UN General Assembly Special Session on Children.  ICCIDD stands ready to work with various UN agencies, particularly WHO, in providing technical support to national IDD elimination programs.  Thank you for your attention. 

